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A Training Toolkit

on Gender-Sensitive Media Coverage in Conflict/Post
Conflict Situations for Women and Girls Survivors of

Gender-Based Violence

Toolkit Background

The objective of this training toolkit is to provide
essential skills, guidelines, and effective tools to
communicate with women and girls survivors of
gender-based violence (GBV). The toolkit is made up
of eight modules which include deep analysis, reports,
activities, and relevant sources of information. In
particular the way women and girls are represented in
mainstream and social media platforms, will be
highlighted.

The basic idea behind the toolkit is that coverage of
GBV cases is not limited to one day of commemora-
tion, nor should it focus on a particular occasion or
incident. We consider this toolkit to be a step
forward towards developing collective thinking,
effective citizenship, ultimately culminating in
achieving social justice not only for women and girls
but for everyone. We consider media outlets and
media professionals as our partners. Thus, it is vital
for us to acknowledge the value of media discourse
and content, to engage in an open discussion
towards uncovering the unvarnished truth.

Toolkit Content

This toolkit is made up of eight modules. The first
module offers a brief chronological overview of the
most relevant international resolutions addressing
women’s and girl’s rights. The second, provides defini-
tions of different types and forms of violence in
particular a succinct definition of GBV.

In the third module we discuss principles and stand-
ards of ethical journalism. In the fourth module, we
explain the concepts of gender-blind and male bias. In
the fifth module we present tips on how to prepare for
an interview with GBV survivors, how to act during the
interview, and how to follow-up.

The toolkit also includes terms and definitions,
annexes and legal documents in the sixth, seventh
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Target Groups

This toolkit aims at achieving an enhanced
understanding of the current media approach to
GBV. We reflect on the concept of “newsworthiness”
and how it was dealt with in various texts and formats.
Our goal is to highlight the need for independent,
accurate, and impartial media discourse, based on
social responsibility. For these reasons, we provide
links to reliable references, documents and related
reports addressing professional journalists, media
officers and coordinators in international and domestic
non-profit organizations. We are also targeting univer-
sity professors and students whose research topics
are related to gender and GBV studies.

Toolkit General Goals

+ Raise awareness amongst journalists regarding
gender-sensitive media coverage by tackling coverage
of such subjects.

» Develop journalistic experience and skills to make
media coverage of GBV survivors an uplifting and
supportive experience.

* Inform journalists regarding the most important
international conventions and resolutions on the rights
of women and girls, to encourage them to rely on the
international legal context to enrich their coverage.

» Produce media coverage which takes into considera-
tion the rights and dignity of women and girls within
the ethical framework of professional journalism.

» Provide journalists with accurate terms and catego-
ries concerning violence against women and girls as
well as other marginalized groups in times of peace
and armed conflicts.
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